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Section A: Reading 
 

Answer all questions in this section 
You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this section. 

 
 
 
Read again source A, from lines 1 to 15. 
 
Choose four statements below which are TRUE. 
 
• Shade the boxes of the ones that you think are true 
• Choose a maximum of four statements. 

 
 
A  Jay Rayner has good memories of his time in school.   
 
B  Jay Rayner was happy to help his son with his homework.  
 
C  As a boy, Jay Rayner worried about handing in his  
  homework on Monday mornings. 
 
D  Jay Rayner could not think of a food metaphor to help  
  his son.  
 
E  Jay Rayner was very able in school.   
 
F  As a boy, Jay Rayner did not enjoy doing homework.  
 
G  Jay Rayner looked forward to receiving feedback from  
  his teachers.   
 
H   Jay Rayner makes a joke to cover up his own real exam  

results.   
[4 marks] 
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Source A: 
 

Could you do your child's homework? 
The Observer, Sunday 15 December 2013 
 
     

  
A typical father son scenario 
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I am staring at a finely printed sheet of paper and trying not to let the bad feelings seep 
in. This sheet is all my childhood Sunday-night feelings of dread come at once. It is 
humiliation and "could do better" and "pay attention now". 

I only have myself to blame. A few months ago over dinner Eddie announced that, in 
English, they were experimenting with food writing. "I have to come up with metaphors. 
Give me a metaphor about this pizza," he said. "I don't think I should do your homework 
for you," I said. He raised his eyebrows. "You can't think of one, can you?" This is what 
happens if you feed and educate your children. They grow up, become clever and 
remorselessly take the mickey out of you. 

He was right. I didn't. On the spot I couldn't think of a single food metaphor worth 
dragging out and slapping on the table. And so the memories of homework came 
flooding back: of long nights of carefully planned idleness ruined by the imposition of 
essays and work sheets, of tasks flunked, of a chilly emptiness at the thought of the way 
my efforts would be received by teachers. The fact is that I was not especially academic. 
On the results sheet, my grades lined up like a line of Pac-Men1 doing a conga2. 

And so, having failed the English homework test, I decide to show a little solidarity. I will 
have a go at his maths homework just to get a sense of what it's like to be 14-year-old 
Eddie. Which is why I'm now staring at the sheet of paper. Ah yes, algebra, the merry 
dance of X and Y. Simplify. Wrench things out of brackets. Calculate values. This, I used 
to be able to do. Or at least I think I used to be able to do this. 

Hmmm. Right. Yes. I mean… I stare at the page again, wondering whether I might be 
able to will a nosebleed to obscure the equations. There are three marks out of a total of 
25 available here. Not getting it right would be an early setback.  

The next one looks more straightforward. A 4 x A
3. I'm pretty sure I remember this. Just 

add the powers together. Which would mean…  

There is an "expand and simplify" question, which refuses to grow or be simple. In his 
special mocking voice, Eddie tells me just to draw a sad face. I do as I'm told. Better that 
than a blank. Eddie returns to his room and I press on. Some of them I can manage. I 
appear to know how to multiply out 3 (5-2X). But with the next one I am firmly back in the 
weeds. I am so baffled that, shamelessly, I Google a maths website.  

A few days later Eddie receives his marks. He got 20 out of 25, or 80%, a low score for 

Children appear increasingly 
weighed down by homework. But 
how tough can it be? Jay Rayner 
attempts his son Eddie's maths 
assignment. 
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him. Me? I've got 12 out of 25, or less than 50%. Does it need saying that my biggest 
miscalculation was to take on Eddie over maths? He doesn't labour the point but he's 
irritatingly good at it. I knock on his bedroom door. He doesn't look up from his computer 
screen. He is too busy killing things, while talking on Skype to his friend Theo, who is 
also in the game trying to kill the same things. 

Finally he looks up at me from the computer. Who needs teachers to humiliate you when 
your son can do it so effectively? 

Glossary: 
 
1:  Pac Man:  a popular computer game in the 1980’s in which the character follows the 
lines of a maze to collect points as it goes. 
 
2:  Conga:  a dance in which participants follow behind a leading person in a long line. 
 

 

 

 

Turn  Over  for  Source  B 

 

 

  



 

Source B consists of two letters:  

The first letter is from a young boy called Henry writing to his father. Henry is living far 
away from home at a boarding school. A boarding school is a school where you go to 
live as well as study and was a very popular way of educating boys, especially from 
wealthier families, in the 1800s.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
5 
 
 
 
 
10 
 
 
 
 
15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
25 

Cotherstone Academy Aug. 7. 1822 

Dear Father 

Our Master has arrived at Cotherstone, but I was sorry to learn he had no Letter for 
me nor anything else, which made me very unhappy. If you recollect, I promised that 
I would write you a sly Letter, which I assure you I have not forgot, and now an 
opportunity has come at last. I hope, my dear Father, you will not let Mr. Smith know 
anything about it for he would flog me if he knew it. I hope, my dear Father, you will 
write me a Letter as soon as you receive this, but pray don’t mention anything about 
this in yours; only put a X at the bottom, or write to my good Friend Mr. Halmer, who 
is very kind to me and he will give it to me when I go to Church. He lives opposite 
and I assure you, my dear Father, they are the kindest Friends I have in Yorkshire 
and I know he will not show it to Mr. Smith for the Letters I write you are all 
examined before they leave the School. I am obliged to write what Mr. Smith tells us 
and the letters you send me are all examined by Mr. Smith before I see them, so I 
hope, my dear Father, you will mention nothing of this when you write. 

It is now two years come October since I left you at Islington, but I hope, my dear 
Father, you will let me come home at Xmas that we may once more meet again alive 
- if God permit me to live as long.  

Our bread is nearly black; it is made of the worst Barley Meal, and our Beds are 
stuffed with chaff and I assure you we are used more like Bears than Christians1. 
Believe me, my dear Father, I would rather be obliged to work all my life time than 
remain here another year. 

George is quite well but very unhappy. 

Your respectful son 

Henry 

 
The second letter, written two weeks later, is from the boy’s father to a family friend, 
asking him to investigate the problem. The father has two sons at the school, Henry and 
George. 
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Public Office, Worship Street, 21st August 1822. 

Sir, 

Having lately received a Letter from my Son Henry, who is at Mr. Smith’s School 
close by you, complaining of the Treatment he receives, I am induced to write to 
you, confidentially, to request you will do me the favour to endeavour to see both of 
them, privately, (at your own House) if possible and ascertain whether you think it 
would be advisable for me to send for them home. I will certainly be guided by what 
you say; Boys will sometimes complain without cause, and therefore I hope you will 
excuse the liberty I take in troubling you. Henry speaks very highly of your kind 
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attention. 

I do not approve of the System of Education, for they do not appear to have 
improved. When they left home, they could both spell, and in Henry’s Letter I see 
several words wrong spelt – I also do not like the injunction laid upon them of not 
being allowed to write to me without the Master’s seeing the contents of their Letters.  

If you should not be able to get a private interview with them in the course of a 
fortnight, I shall be obliged by your writing to me to say so and I will immediately give 
notice to Mr. Smith that I intend to have them home at Christmas. I should prefer 
your seeing George if you can, and hear what he says, as I can rely more on the 
truth of his story, than Henry’s, for I believe Henry’s principal object is to get home. 
We have all a great desire to see him, but particularly to see George, our other son, 
who is a meek Boy and not so able to endure ill treatment as Henry – George is a 
great favourite with us all, and so he was with his late dear Mother who is now no 
more. 

You will no doubt see my object in thus troubling you and I hope you will excuse the 
liberty I take, but as I know you have been very kind to the Boys. I shall esteem it an 
additional favour by your attention to this, and an answer at your earliest 
convenience.  

I remain Sir, very respectfully 

Your obliged honorable servant 

William Heritage 

 
 
 

Glossary: 
 
1: Chaff:  chopped straw or hay. 
 
2: Bears than Christians: bears were sometimes mistreated, perhaps suggesting he    
feels he’s being treated more like an animal than a human being, or in a Christian way. 
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Paper 2 Question 4 Example Answer 

Jay Raynor tends to see the funny side of parenting and education in Source A. He tells us that children 

“remorselessly take the mickey out of you”, the adverb “remorselessly” used in a jokey manner to indicate that 

it is all in good humour. When he tells us that “I do as I’m told” this implies he is happy to take the role of a 

learner with his children, admitting his own failings. This attitude can also be seen in his simile “my grades 

lined up like a line of Pac-Men doing a Conga”. This suggests he got C grades and is content for his high-

achieving son to know this—as well as perhaps implying that he could have got higher grades if he had not 

wasted “long nights of carefully planned idleness” playing video games in his youth in the 1980s. He is able to 

mock his son’s time-wasting on video games, saying he is “too busy killing things” — however, he is not 

particularly critical of this, suggesting that he is relaxed about what his son does in his spare time. 

This completely contrasts with William Heritage’s attitudes in Source B, where he takes a far more serious 

approach to parenting. In his letter, the verbs show a formal approach — “induced… request… endeavour” 

— which reflect his polite approach but also suggest that he views education as no laughing matter. Adverbs 

of secrecy such as “confidentially… privately…” imply that Heritage views the school as some kind of enemy 

meaning he must behave stealthily in his dealings with them. When referring to his sons’ complaints, he says 

that generally “Boys will sometimes complain without clause.” The way he uses the general noun “boys” at first 

rather than mentioning his own boys’ names implies a rather strict, distant approach to parenting which is 

different from Raynor’s references to “Eddie” all the way through. 

Another difference in attitude in parenting is in the amount of trust they show to their children. Raynor trusts 

his son that the approach to a difficult question is “to draw a sad face” - which makes him sound a little 

childish. He is also happy to let his son “return to his room” where he kills things online “while talking on Skype 

to his friend”. Raynor does not challenge any of this, suggesting his trusts that his son will complete his 

homework eventually. He even “knock[s] on his bedroom door” before entering, suggesting he respects Eddie’s 

space and that he should have the privacy to use 21st century IT as he wishes.  

Heritage is very different: he says he will be “guided” by what the family friend advises rather than by Henry’s 

“complaining of the treatment he receives” - suggesting his attitude is that children cannot fully be trusted. 

Heritage’s issues are not so much with the brutal treatment as with the lowering of educational standards: he 

complains about “several words wrong spelt” as being his criticism of “the system of education”, not the 

unhappiness of the boys. Interestingly, Raynor does also care about standards: although he is keen to show “a 

little solidarity” with his son, his more relaxed attitude to his son’s education is partly based upon his score 

(“80%” is “a low score for him”) and that—despite all of the distractions of computer games—Eddie is still 

“irritatingly good” at his school work. 



0 2 You need to refer to source A and source B for this question:  

Use details from both sources. Write a summary of the differences between the staff in the 19th century 

and the staff in the modern prison. 

[8 marks]  

0 3 You now need to refer only to source B, 19th century article by an anonymous male prisoner describing 

his first day in Newgate Gaol. 

How does the writer use language to try to present the unpleasantness of 19th century gaol?  

[12 marks]  

For this question, you need to refer to the whole of source A together with source B, the 19th century 

article describing a first day in Newgate Gaol. 

Compare how the two writers convey their different attitudes to the prison experience.  

In your answer, you should:  

• compare their different attitudes  

• compare the methods they use to convey their attitudes  

• support your ideas with quotations from both texts.  

 

[16 marks]  

0 4 

PRISONS 
Section A: Reading  

Answer all questions in this section  

You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this section. 

(You also have 15 minutes reading time—so 60 minutes for Section A in total.) 

Read again source A, from lines 1 to 12.  

Choose four statements below which are TRUE.  
 

• Shade the boxes of the ones that you think are true  

• Choose a maximum of four statements.  

A There are no rules about what prisoners can take into gaol. 
� 

B Bathrooms products were not allowed to be taken into the prison. 
� 

C Clothing taken into the gaol is limited. 
� 

D The writer was asked to undress to check for hidden toiletries. 
� 

E The writer bought a welcome bag and smoker’s bag. 
� 

F The writer appreciated taking in gifts from home. 
� 

G The writer felt that her arrival was efficient and compassionate. 
� 

H Many women become violent once locked behind bars. 
� 

[4 marks] 

0 1 



MONDAY 11 MARCH  

Many people think that prison must be a terrifying place with lots of violent women locked behind bars. 

It isn't. My arrival at Holloway was smooth, humane and expertly carried out, involving quick 

fingerprinting and the BOSS chair (Body Orifice Security Scanner), essentially a metal detector. There 

was no strip search but there are rules. It was clear I had brought in far too many clothes. I was 

allowed to keep just 12 tops (shirts, T-shirts and jumpers) and six bottoms (trousers, tracksuit bottoms 

and pyjamas). No toiletries were allowed but I was given an emergency bag with prison issue and I 

bought a 'welcome' bag for £2.99, which would be subtracted from the cash I brought in with me. It 

contained a bottle of orange squash, biscuits, a bar of milk chocolate, deodorant, toothbrush and 

toothpaste, a comb and some tea bags and sugar. I had the choice of that or a smoker's bag. But I 

could take in my books, all 18 of them and many given to me by my children, as well as my writing 

pads and a couple of pens.  

The welcome group and prison guards helped me and some other new inmates move our personal 

belongings, which had been transferred into transparent prison plastic bags, to landing A3, the 

reception landing, which ended up being my home for the next few days. The lovely girl who had 

secured the food for me told me on the way that she had two more years to do but enjoyed doing the 

reception work because it kept her out of her cell until quite late in the evening. That night was bitterly 

cold and I soon realised that the windows in Holloway cells do little to keep the chill out.  

At first I was shown a cell with no curtains and my helpers tried to fasten an orange blanket on to the 

railings, without much success. Fortunately there was another single cell available with curtains, this 

time near the guards' office, but the TV was not working so there was another quick changeover. Then 

it was obvious that one thin orange blanket on the bed was not enough. Soon the girls were at my cell 

door with extra blankets even though that was apparently not normally allowed; within a few minutes I 

ended up with five and had to turn down the offer of a sixth.  

And then extra fruit and sandwiches that the girls must have had in their own cells started arriving, and 

shampoo for the shower and extra toilet roll for the loo in my cell. I couldn't believe the kindness of 

them all.  

Many have commented about the solidarity in women's prisons — yes, there is bitching and some 

bullying but there is also a lot more demonstrable empathy among the women prisoners than in a 

men's prison. They say that when that first lock-up happens and you are left alone in your room, reality 

finally takes its toll; when they finally lie in bed most new prisoners turn their heads towards the wall 

and start crying. I watched the coverage of my case on TV and fell promptly asleep.  

 

THURSDAY 14 MARCH  

In the morning, a female guard from a different floor told me that there had been discussion for me to 

move to D0, the enhanced wing on the ground floor. I told her I was happy to stay where I was for the 

time being. Frankly, I had already become friendly with the girls on my landing and had no wish to 

move.  

And I had learned quite a lot of things from them - for example, how to put a pin on the latch door and 

pull it shut, or almost shut, from the inside if someone had left the hatch open and the lights on in the 

corridor through the night. This also cut out noise. Strangely, it gave you a feeling of being in control, 

which was welcome.  

At the same time the girls showed me what to do if an overzealous guard had locked the latch door 

and there was no one there to unlock it - the back of the plastic spoon worked very well as a key.  

Source A:  

21st century diary from a modern female prisoner at Holloway Prison. 
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A morning spent outside my cell, given the horror stories of very long lock-ups endured by many 

prisoners, was a relief. I went to see the lovely nurse, and an instant friendship developed. She filled 

in my personal medical history details, checked my blood pressure (which had gone down sharply 

after a couple of nights in Holloway) and suggested I should have a hepatitis B injection.  

I at first refused as I don't much like needles but she explained it was for my protection in case an 

inmate were to bite me.  

There are a lot of drug addicts in prison who may be carrying the virus from infected needles. After 

her explanation, I did not hesitate for an instant. My children came that Thursday afternoon for an 

hour. It was a tightly supervised setting, but it was brilliant. We had to sit opposite each other after 

we kissed and I reassured them that I was OK.  

There were strict rules about moving around so we had to stay in our seats except when they got me 

a much-needed cup of coffee. I wasn't allowed to do it myself.  

It was the first I'd had since I went into Holloway, so quite a treat for a coffee addict.  

45 

50 
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Strong and stony as the prison seems to passers by, it looks much stonier and stronger 

to the men who enter it. The multiplicity of heavy walls, of iron gates and doorways; of 

huge locks, of bolts, spikes and bars of every imaginable shape and size, make of the 

place a very nightmare dungeon. I followed the gruff under-warden, through some dark 

and chilly vaulted passages, now turning to the right, now to the left. We crossed a large 

hall, in the centre of which is a glass room for the use of prisoners when they are giving 

instructions to their lawyers [...]. Still following, I was led into another large recess or 

chamber, on one side of which was a huge boiler with a furnace glowing under it, and on 

another side a large stone bath. On the third wall there were a couple of round towels on 

a roller, with a wooden bench beneath them.  

"Stop," cried the warden, "take your clothes off." I hesitated. "Take off your clothes, do 

you hear?" My clothes were soon laid on the bench, and a hot bath filled, and I went in. 

The officer had then his opportunity of taking up my garments one by one, searching 

their pockets and their linings, feeling them about and holding them against the light. My 

boots appeared to be especially suspicious. After he had put his hands into them, he 

thumped them violently on the stone floor; but there rolled nothing out. Having bathed, I 

was led down another passage, at the end of which were two gratings of iron bars, 

closely woven over with wire-work, distant about two feet from each other. Unlocking 

both he pushed me through, and started me up two or three steps into a square court-

yard, where there was a man walking to and fro very violently. After shouting "One in!" he 

locked the two gratings, and retreated rapidly in the direction of his dinner. Another 

warden with a bunch of keys came from a gloomy building that formed one side of the 

court. "Go up," he said to the pedestrian; who disappeared up a staircase instantly.  

"Where are you from?" the jailor asked me, and "What are you here for?" Being replied to 

on these points, he said shortly, "Come this way." He led up the dark stone staircase to a 

corridor with cells on one side, having iron doors to them a foot or more in thickness. 

One of those cells was to be mine. Venturing as I went in to ask "Whether I might be 

allowed to walk in the yard when I pleased?" he answered sharply, "You'll just please to 

walk where and when you're told." He slammed the door, bolted it, locked, and 

padlocked it. The cell was about eight feet by four, lighted by a loophole above eye-level. 

It contained, besides an iron bedstead with a straw mattress and two coarse rugs upon it, 

an uncomfortable stool and a slanting reading-desk fastened to the wall, on which were a 

Bible, a prayer-book, and hymn-book. Alone for the first time since my apprehension, I 

stretched myself upon the bed; and, with my hands over my eyes endeavoured to collect 

my thoughts. 

I was soon aroused by the undoing of bolts and bars below, while a stentorian* voice 

shouted from the yard, "All — down!" I heard the cell doors being opened in the corridor; 

and, in due turn mine was flung open, and the jailor looked in. The impression my body 

had left upon the rugs enraged him dreadfully. "What," he cried, almost in a scream, 

"you've been a lying on that 'ere bed, have you! You just let me catch you on it again till 

night, that's all!" "Oh," I said soothingly, "I didn't know. Now that I do know, I will not lie 

down again." "If I find you on it again I'll have you up before the governor or stop your 

supper. That's all. Go down."  

"stentorian - loud, powerful, booming (describing a voice)  

Source B:  

19th century article by an anonymous male prisoner describing his first day in Newgate Gaol. 
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fact-based differences and clever implica�ons 

difference? A B 

   

   

   

Ques�on 2: Differences and Implica�ons 



L
a

n
g

u
a

g
e

 A
n

a
ly

s
is

 
L

a
n

g
 2

 Q
3

 

Im
p

r
e
s

s
io

n
s

?
 

d
e
s

c
r

ip
t

iv
e
 

?
 

d
y

n
a

m
ic

 
?
 

e
m

o
t

iv
e
 

?
 

m
e
t

a
p

h
o

r
s

?
 

c
o

n
n

o
t

a
t

io
n

s
…

 a
l
s

o
…

 

e
q

u
a

l
l
y

…
?
 

a
n

y
t

h
in

g
 e

l
s

e
?
 S

e
n

te
n

ce
 t

y
p

e
 o

r 
le

n
g

th
?

 l
is

ts
?
 



language techniques and layers of effects/connota�ons/pa erns 

technique “details” 

  

  

  

  

Ques�on 3: Language Analysis 
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Ques�on 4: Comparing A&tudes & Methods 



English Language Paper 2 Reading Self-Evaluation 

Q1 score: /4 

Q2 

score: /8 

clear comparisons using the key word in the question J K Q 

quotations to support each comparison J K Q 

each quotation is squeezed for implications J K Q 

implications avoid repetition or stating the obvious J K Q 

some quotations squeezed for multiple implications R K Q 

Q3 

score: /12 

clear what the purpose of language choices are J K Q 

basic technical vocabulary in place J K Q 

more sophisticated technical vocabulary in place J K Q 

implications and effects of details explored J K Q 

multiple interpretations of the same detail plus links R K Q 

longer response than for question 2 J K Q 

Q4 

score: /16 

useful summary of text type/author and likely bias J K Q 

clear comparison of attitudes/perspectives in each text J K Q 

methods explored for Source A, using technical details J K Q 

methods explored for Source B, using technical details J K Q 

multiple interpretations of the same detail plus links R K Q 

longer response than for question 3 J K Q 

brief explanation of reason for differing attitudes J K Q 

TOTAL /40 


